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Rikugien Gardens
Kyu-Iwasaki-tei Gardens
Mukojima-Hyakkaen Gardens
Kiyosumi Gardens
Kyu-Furukawa Gardens
Tonogayato Gardens

o Part of the cultural assets might not
be available for viewing due to the
need for regular conservation and
repair work.

o Smoking is forbidden on the
premises. No smoking sections are
available.
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Deep Mountaing and Dark Valleys Survived in Ogdo (Tokyo)

This garden was originally built by the founder of the Mito branch
of Tokugawa clan, Yorifusa as his secondary residence (later upgraded
as the main residence) in early stage of the Edo period, in 1629. It was
completed as a garden during the reign of the second domain lord,
Mitsukuni. Its style is kaiyu-style (circuit style) with ponds and
manmade hills centering on the pond. In developing the garden,
Mitsukuni invited advises from Zhu Shunshui, the retainer of the
Ming dynasty. Typical sights in China were reflected in Engetsu-kyo
and Seiko-no-tsutsumi, and even the garden name was given by Zhu
Shunshui, resulting in a garden full of Chinese tastes and flavor.

The name “Korakuen” was derived from a Chinese text “Memorial to
Yueyang Tower” by Fan Zhongyan, meaning “Worry before all worries
in the world, and enjoy after all enjoyments in the world”.

Koishikawa Korakuen Gardens is designated as “Special Historic
Site and Special Place of Scenic Beauty” of the country by the Cultural
Assets Preservation Act. This double designation is quite rare in the
country, limited to Koishikawa Korakuen Gardens, Hama-rikyu

Gardens, Kinkaku-ji Temple Garden and a few others. Site of Hakke-do

Tsuten-kyo

This was modeled after Tsuten-kyo
Bridge at Tofuku-ji Temple in Kyoto.
Aqueduct

Engetsu-kyo

@ Rest Area

Komachi-zuka

Atago-zaka

Site of Kanda

Engetsu-kyo
(Full Moon Bridge)

The name was given as the reflected shape of the
bridge on the surface of the water appeared like a
full moon. The design is attributed to Chinese
Confucian Zhu Shunshui, and it is a valuable
structure that preserves the condition of those days
along with Tokujin-do.
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This bank was made in resemblance to the bank of Lake Xi Hu (West Lake) in
Hangzhou (present Zhejiang Province), China. It is believed to have left
significant influences to daimyo’s gardens throughout the country.

Meeting Place for
Volunteer-Guided Tours

Ume Grove

Mitsukuni loved plum-blossom so much to the
extent he adopted an elegant pseudonym
“Bairi” (village of plum). In early February, 30
species of red and white plum blossoms come
into bloom.

Dai-sensul

This pond is the central
landscape of the garden with
Horai-jima and Chikubu-jima,
created to look like Lake Biwa.
Boating was enjoyed in the pond
in the old days.

Inada
(Paddy Field)

The rice field made by Mitsukuni with a
motive for teaching hardship of farmers
to the wife of his heir, Tsunaeda. At
present, elementary school children in
the local Bunkyo City participate in rice
planting in May and harvesting in
autumn, trying to preserve and succeed
the traditional events.

Nobedan

Rustic Chinese-style stone path
of the ingenious combination of
natural stones and cut stones of
different sizes.

Karamon
(Chinese-style Gate)

This gate was once the official
entrance to the garden. It was

burnt down in the war, but was
restored in 2020.

Uchiniwa

There used to be a Mito
Domain Shoin here. This was
partitioned by Karamon, and was
separated from the "back garden"
on the Dai-sensui side.
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