
2 Yotsume-Gaki The name, which 
means ‘four-eyed fence’, derives from 
the square-patterns created by the 
simple lattice fence.  Long-jointed 
bamboos are arranged vertically and 
horizontally and tied with cord.

3 Ryoanji-Gaki At Ryoanji, Zen temple 

known for the rock garden, built on the 
both sides of the entrance path to the 
temple.  Ryoanji-Gaki is similar to Yarai-
Gaki in appearance, but is different in 
character not to have the ends of the 
bamboos entering the ground.

4   Kenninji-Gaki The Kenninji-
gaki style fence has been long 
made in Kennin Temple in 
Kyoto. It is known as one of the 
most famous blindfold bamboo 
fences . 

5 Otsu-Gaki The name of 

Otsu-Gaki originates from Shiga-
Otsu Road.Generally it is one 
type of weaving fence made of 
bamboo splits .

6 Teppo-Gaki Round bamboos are 

assembled by turns to both sides of a 
bamboo crossbars. This fence is 
named after the appearance of 
holding matchlocks alternately on a 
horizontal stand. The round bamboos 
slightly overlapped on the crossbars 
characterize the fence for its unique 
taste

7 Tokusa -Gaki It is named 
after a Japanese grass called 
Tokusa from its similar 
appearance of standing 
bamboo slats, expressing the 
beauty of irregular layouts of 
bamboo knots.

10 Nisonin-Gaki This is a later 
type of the low fences, and the 
basic ones can be seen in front 
of the main hall of the Nisonin.  
The structure is so solid that 
bamboos are put together 

alternately like diagonal braces. 

8 Kinkakuji-Gaki This fence 
is named after Kinkaku 
(formally the Golden Pavilion  
in Kyoto.) and recognized as 
a masterpiece of the low 
fences. Thick bamboos cut 
vertically in halves are used 
attractively.

1 Yarai-Gaki Yarai-Gaki, which is  
originally used as a temporary fence, 
is made with pieces of bamboo tied 

on diagonals.  ‘Yarai’ means defense 

against invaders.

What is Take-Gaki =
Bamboo-Fences?

The development of bamboo fences in Japan took place during the Heian(794~1185) and Kamakura(1185~1333) 
periods, which was typically seen in drawings of picture scrolls. Bamboo became a popular material for making 
fences for the availability and versatility and was used extensively to partition a space and form a boundary. In 
the Edo period, bamboo fences for ordinary and tea-ceremony gardens flourished throughout the nation, which 
gave rise to a large variety of fences.There is a great variety of bamboo fences. In any given type there are 
subvarieties, and different kinds may be combined into one fence. Therefore, it is quite difficult to classify 
bamboo fences strictly. The following presents several prime examples of bamboo fences.

11  Koetsu-Gaki  Koetsu-style bamboo 
fence,which is named after master 
craftman Hon'ami Koetsu(1558-1637),is 
characterized by round beading at the 
top wound with split bamboo thinly and 
center panel of criss-crossed banboo 
tied in black hemp.Also called Gagyu-
Gaki("Prostrate Cow"fence)because the 
shape resembles a sleeping cow.

12  Garyu-Gaki Garyu-Gaki was 
given its name due to its 
resemblance to a dragon's back. 
The fence uses two split 
bamboo put together, which is 
arranged diagonally, making 
disorderly diamond shape. 

13  Takeho-Gaki Takeho, which 
literally means “ear or head of 

bamboo,” is a term used in fence 
making to refer to bamboo 
branches. Takeho-Gaki is made of 
bamboo branches and is excellent 
in shielding efficiency, fine looking 
and long lasting as well. 

9 Ginkakuji-Gaki The Ginkakuji 
fence is a low version of the 
Kennninji fence,which uses closely 
placed slats of split bamboo as 
vertical members with horizontal 
support poles.This Ginkakuji style 
fence,instead of resting on walls of 
stone,uses thick bamboos cut 
vertically in halves.



shape resembles a sleeping cow.


